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Parent University Important Dates

— August 30, 2018 – Back to School Night

— September 19, 2018 – College Information Evening

— September 26, 2018 – Understanding Financial Aid

— October 17, 2018 – Screening of Most Likely to Succeed

— November 7, 2018 – AP Parent Night

— January 30, 2019 – SOS 101 (Supporting Our Students)

— February 20, 2019 – Turn On, Tune In, Get Amazed

— March 13, 2019 – Techin’ It to the Street

— April 24, 2019 – Financial Aid Night 

Welcome to Parent University!

This program, unique to GCHS, is designed for parents to help 
create a successful high school experience for our students and 
your children. Over the past several years, GCHS has hosted 
various parent-oriented events that are aimed at enriching your 
student’s high school experience. This year, GCHS has decided 
to enhance the parent experience by placing many of our parent 
informational programs under one name: Parent University. 

At least once a month, a Parent University program will be of-
fered to help parents, and sometimes students, navigate the 
roadmap of GCHS. In this handout, you will find detailed de-
scriptions of each event scheduled for this year. Because each 
event has been created with specific topics in mind, not all 
events are relevant for all parents. Before each event, reminders 
will be sent out to the appropriate parents, as well as posted in 
the announcements, the website and on our Facebook page. If 
any additional programs are added during the year, we will com-
municate those additions as soon as possible. 
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College Information Evening

September 19, 2018

Time: 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Who Should Attend:  Parents of juniors and jeniors

Where: GCHS auditorium 

Join us to learn how to help your child find their 
home away from home after graduation. This session 
will cover the basics of starting your college search, 
from the application process to what your students 
can be doing to prepare for choosing their perfect fit. 
We’ll provide some great tools and resources to help 
both you and your child on this new adventure. A 
question and answer session will follow the 
presentation. 

August 30, 2018

Back to School Night
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Who Should Attend:  All parents

Where: Grant Community High School

This evening is held to give parents the opportunity 
to meet their student’s teachers and to start building 
a partnership between school and home. Through-
out the night, teachers will share details about course 
curriculm, student expectations and various ways to 
support your student. Student schedules can be ob-
tained beforehand via Skyward Family Access, but 
copies will be available in the auditorium lobby from 
6:30-7:00 p.m. that night. Guidance counselors will 
also be available during this event. 
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Understanding Financial Aid

September 26, 2018

Time: One English and one Spanish session
English: 6:00 – 7:00 p.m., Spanish: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Who Should Attend:  Parents of juniors and seniors

Where: GCHS auditorium, after the College 
Information Evening

The Illinois Student Assistance Commission (I.S.A.C.) 
and GCHS have partnered together to give you the need-
to-know facts about the financial side of college. Learn 
more about the financial aid process and how to success-
fully complete the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA). Throughout the rest of the year, I.S.A.C. 
and Grant counselors will be available to answer any col-
lege/financial aid questions for you and your student. 

October 17, 2018

Screening of Most Likely to Succeed

Time: 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Who Should Attend:  All parents and students

Where: GCHS auditorium 

This feature-length documentary examines the history of 
education in the U.S., revealing the growing shortcomings 
of conventional education methods in today’s innovative 
world. The film explores compelling new approaches that 
aim to revolutionize teaching as we know it, inspiring school 
communities to reimagine what students and teachers are 
capable of doing. After the screening, faculty will run small 
group discussions for any interested parents.

*Limited number of seats available. Sign up info will be sent 
to parents in January.
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November 7, 2018

Advanced Placement (AP) Night
Time: 6:30 – 8:15 p.m.

Who Should Attend:  9th-11th  grade students and 
parents

Where: GCHS auditorium 

This event is for those who are considering taking an AP 
class during the 2018-2019 school year. We will discuss 
the requirements and benefits of taking AP courses, as 
well as the course information for the following school 
year. After the general information session, students and 
parents can attend up to four different presentations, each 
explaining a different course option for next year. We 
hope this will allow students to make an informed deci-
sion about the classes they wish to enroll in. Counselors 
will also be at the event for any questions. 

January 30, 2019

Supporting Our Students 101
Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Who Should Attend:  Any interested parents

Where: GCHS auditorium 

Supporting Our Students-- or SOS 101-- is an eve-
ning of informational sessions to help parents learn 
how they can provide additional academic support 
and guidance for their student so they can help them 
flourish during high school and beyond.  Parents can 
select up to three sessions to attend, depending on 
their interests.  Each session is 30 minutes long.  

*More information about the different sessions and how 
to register will be sent out at the beginning of January.
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February 20, 2019

Turn On, Tune In, Get Amazed

Time: 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Who Should Attend:  Any interested parents

Where: GCHS auditorium 

Hey, Parents!  Wonder what high school is like in 2019?  This 
Parent University will give parents opportunities to partici-
pate in some classroom activities from various departments 
that your very own students will experience.  Teachers will 
be providing short classes for parents to experience some of 
the curriculum and learning that goes on daily at Grant.  So, 
come back to class, have some fun and get a little schooling!

*More information about the different class options and sign-
up information well be sent out toward the beginning of the 
month.

March 13, 2019

Techin’ It to the Street

Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Who Should Attend:  Any interested parents

Where: GCHS auditorium

Technology is becoming more and more important in 
our lives.  This event will feature different sessions about 
technology that parents can attend.  Session topics in-
clude: various tech programs/apps used at GCHS, dig-
ital literacy and Future Ready Schools. Parents will be 
able to select up to three sessions to attend depending 
on their interests.  Each session is 30 minutes long. 

* More information about the different sessions and how to reg-
ister will be sent out at the end of February/beginning of March.



Parent

1930

April 24, 2019

Understanding Financial Aid

Time: 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Who Should Attend:  Parents of juniors

Where: GCHS auditorium

The Illinois Student Assistance Commission (I.S.A.C.) 
and GCHS have partnered together to give you the 
need-to-know facts about the financial side of col-
lege. Learn more about the financial aid process and 
how to successfully complete the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Grant and I.S.A.C. 
counselors will be available to answer any college/fi-
nancial aid questions for you and your student for the 
remainder of the year. 


